
We are proud to announce our teams 
won the area heat of Rotary Youth Speaks 
competition!

PEDMORE EXCEL IN  
AND OUT OF SCHOOL

We love supporting great foundations 
here at Crestwood, and one of those 
foundations is the amazing Birmingham 
Children’s Hospital!

Following their success at the F1 in 
Schools regional finals, a group of year 10 
students from Leasowes were invited to 
RAF Cosford to research more about the 
STAAR programme.  

CRESTWOOD  
SUPPORTS BIRMINGHAM 
CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL

THIS YEAR’S STAAR 
PROGRAMME

On Friday 25th January, at Dudley College 
eleven Gifted and Talented year 10 History 
pupils as well as two six formers got the 
chance to hear the testimony of Zigi 
Shipper, who was a Holocaust survivor.

The judges were really impressed by the 
standard of writing, and three Ounsdale 
students had their work selected for the 
publication “Stranger Saga’s, Staffordshire 
Authors”.

HISTORY HOLOCAUST 
MEMORIAL SERVICE

MATHS OFFER  
FROM OXFORD

On the last day of the autumn term, 
before our Christmas break, Kinver High 
School organised a fundraising event for 
their Gambia School Appeal.

GAMBIA  
FUNDRAISING EVENT

THE INVICTUS 
MAGAZINE
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          I am loving my time at Invictus 
Sixth Form so far! One of the main 
things for me was the fact I have 
become closer to the people who 
are in my year compared to when I 
was in younger years as it is smaller 
but more personal. 
Having smaller classes has meant I am able to 
get more help from my teachers which I would 
have struggled to do, if I went to a bigger college.  
I am also enjoying my subjects as they are 
allowing me to further my knowledge of subjects 
I enjoy because they are more challenging 
and detailed but also learn new things

         I found applying to universities in 
general to be fairly strenuous due to 
the fact of the amount of universities 
in the country and the variety of 
courses and opportunities on offer. 
My choice was made easier due to my 
intentions of staying local and to commute 
to uni, and not only this but the handiness of 
the UCAS website, making it easy to evaluate 
my options and course ideas. I’m still not fully 
100% if I want to go to university yet or take 
up another career path. If I was to go my 
two local options would be History and War 
Studies at Wolverhampton or either History 
and Journalism at Worcester. However, I 
believe university is a signif icantly handy 
reserve if I’m still unsure on my future cometh 
summer exam time. Overall, the whole 
application process was straightforward and 
untroublesome.

            So far this year, I have enjoyed my 
classes a lot and my studies seem to be going 
well, with me regularly achieving or comfortably 
working towards my target grades in History, 
English and Drama. 
I have supported the sixth form in many ways, 
including open evenings. I was this year awarded 
the Sixth Form award for contribution to 6th 
form life, something I am very proud of. Next 
year I hope to go onto study English and Creative 
Writing at University of Birmingham.

Z

DISCOVER 
W E  A R E  P R O U D  T O  A N N O U N C E

R A N K E D  N O . 1 
T H A T  K I N V E R  C A M P U S  H A S  B E E N

I N  S T A F F O R D S H I R E  F O R  P R O G R E S S

       I chose to come to Invictus Sixth 
Form for many different reasons. 
The A-level courses on offer were 
extremely appealing to me especially 
English and BTEC Sport and Exercise 
Science. 
Both of these subjects I studied at Ellowes 
where I attended for 5 years before hand, 
the teaching groups are very small for my 
subjects which is another reason I chose 
Invictus because it means if I struggle I can 
approach my teachers for help. 
I’ve found AS-levels quite difficult to start 
with especially English as I’ve had to change 
my writing style completely from GCSE’s but 
slowly I feel I’m gaining a better understanding 
of how it all works. I’ve settled in fine to the 
whole idea of sixth form, I always attend my 
lessons, always show up on time and always 
offer to help people who need it. Overall, I’m 
really enjoying my time at Invictus and I’m glad 
I chose it over anywhere else.
- A Follows Year 12

- J Hyde Year 13

- Amy L, Kinver

- Noah W, Kinver

WELCOME

Mr T Bowles 
CEO - Invictus Education Trust

It is with great pleasure that I introduce our second 
edition of the Invictus Magazine.  I am very proud as 
the CEO of Invictus Education Trust to present to 
you another term of news, celebrations and student 
achievement from each of our schools.

The Trust was created with collaboration in mind.  This allows our 
students to share unique opportunities and elite experiences, as well 
as our staff being able to regularly meet to discuss strategy and ideas 
so that they can continue to provide world class education that every 
student deserves.   

This edition’s front cover recognises just one example of student 
success Anusha Tanveer (Leasowes High School), Lola Meyrick (Kinver 
High School) and Isabelle Taylor (Kinver High School), have this term 
achieved the highest progress score across the Trust (Year 7-10).  
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6 secondary schools! Over 5000 students! A huge congratulations to 
them all - keep up the great work!

My hope is that this magazine will be read and shared by as many people 
as possible so that the hard work of Anusha, Lola, Isabelle and the 
achievements of all our students will be widely recognised.

I would like to thank all the students, teachers, support staff and members 
of the community for their ongoing hard work and support in enabling 
the Trust to achieve its vision. 

Happy Easter, I am very much looking forward to the 
summer term full of more fantastic achievements and 
exciting opportunities for our students.



I am currently studying English Literature, 
Religious Studies, and BTEC Sport, with the 
view to study a sports degree at university, 
whether this be Sports Science, Sports Coaching 
or Physical Education, with an aspiration to go 
into PE Teaching or Professional Coaching. I 
am given continued support at Invictus Sixth 
Form in order to achieve my goal. We have a 
careers advisor to discuss options with, and who 
support you in finding the right pathway for 
you. Invictus Sixth Form also inform you about 
other pathways such as degree apprenticeships 
or going straight into work. 
At Invictus Sixth Form, I have been given several 
opportunities in order to help me gain different 
ideas on what career I can pursue in sport. 
For example, Invictus Sixth Form arranged for 
students studying sport to visit Wolverhampton 
University to take part in a Sports Degree taster 
day. This involved attending an undergraduate 
lecture and taking part in a physical session, and 
a tour of their facilities. Another opportunity 
that I have been given at Invictus Sixth Form 
is the Student Enhancement Programme. I 
volunteer one hour a week to teach PE to Year 
9 students. This has been both enjoyable and 
given me reassurance about the career path I 
want to pursue.  
Our lessons at Invictus Sixth have small class 
sizes, which has great benef its. The 1 to 1 
time with your teachers enables you to have 
a broader understanding of the subjects you 
are studying. 

I chose to further my studies at Invictus Sixth 
because the idea of combining the best aspects 
of a sixth form and an FE College made 
Invictus stand out against my other options. 
I was able to maintain an element of comfort 
alongside the changes of moving on to further 
education at a college. Invictus has given me 
the opportunity to keep old friendships and 
build new relationships at a completely new 
and different campus. Studying at multiple 
campuses has enabled me to gain confidence 
and has taught me to be more outgoing and to 
talk to new people. - Ava Mcdonald Year 12

I currently study Biology, Chemistry and 
French A Level and I have enjoyed diving 
deeper into each of my subjects, exploring my 
interest in both the sciences and languages. I 
have applied to study Medicine at university 
and found undertaking the HE+ programme 
last year useful in showing universities my 
wider interest in medicine through my 
personal statement. - Nicole Ferro Year 13
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Y E A R  1 2  S T U D E N T

CRESTWOOD CAMPUS
A T  I N V I C T U S  S I X T H

WHAT OUR STUDENTS THINK?

I have applied to study English and Philosophy at 
five different universities across the UK (Sheffield, 
Nottingham, Birmingham, Edinburgh and St 
Andrews). I have received four offers back and 
am waiting on one more. I aspire to pursue a 
career in journalism, or to teach English at further 
or higher education.
I started my UCAS application in September 
2018, using Unifrog to help me look into various 
courses, based on my grades and preferences. 
Invictus Sixth Form informed us well about 
various pathways and prepared us well for the 
UCAS process. We continue to have guest 
speakers during tutorials to present to us about 
student finance, life at university, and career 
options. Across Year 12 and  Year 13 at Invictus 
Sixth Form, we also spend quality 1:1 time with 
an independent careers advisor who helped me - L Sidaway

find and clarify my chosen career path, while 
also giving me web-links and advice on how to 
get there. All of these opportunities guided me 
onto a pathway that is right for me and increased 
my confidence in choosing and applying for my 
chosen degree courses and universities.
The support I received from Invictus Sixth 
Form throughout the UCAS process ensured 
my application stood out. My application was 
strengthened by the opportunities we were 
given to experience different university taster 
days and sessions, and the Invictus residential visit 
to Edge Hill University. This really helped narrow 
down my university and degree choices as you 
actually get a taste of real university life and what 
different university campus’ have to offer, for 
example the style of learning and the facilities.  
Complet ing my UCAS appl icat ion was 
challenging, but the support and advice from 
my teachers at Invictus Sixth Form made it 
manageable and achievable.  

WHY DID I  CHOOSE 
INVICTUS SIXTH FORM?

HI I ’M JESS AND I AM A YEAR 
13 STUDENT AT INVICTUS 
SIXTH CRESTWOOD CAMPUS.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES 
AT INVICTUS SIXTH 
FORM HAVE HELPED 
GAIN YOUR PLACE AT 
UNIVERSITY?

CONTENTSTERM DATES
E N D  O F  T E R M  /  R E T U R N  T O  S C H O O L
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END OF TERM RETURN TO SCHOOL

CRESTWOOD 11TH APRIL 29TH APRIL

ELLOWES HALL 11TH APRIL 29TH APRIL

KINVER 11TH APRIL 29TH APRIL

LEASOWES 11TH APRIL 29TH APRIL

OUNSDALE 11TH APRIL 29TH APRIL

PEDMORE 11TH APRIL 29TH APRIL
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38
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FOCUS ON OUR SUBJECT DIRECTORS
When Invictus Education Trust was founded we quickly searched for ways our schools could 
benefit from shared practice and make the most of the strengths we had across the schools in 
the Trust. 

Our strategy was to create the ‘Invictus Subject Directors’ model. Employing a subject director 
for each subject to lead departments across the Trust. The impact has been fantastic, with more 
synergy between schools our students benefit from inter-school learning opportunities and staff 
benefit from a wider network of support. 

The aim of this article is to help you get to know our directors and understand why, how and 
what they do! 

This edition we have been talking to Mr Thompson, Mr Wingate and Miss Hatton, Directors of 
Mathematics, Performing Arts and Sport respectively. Here is what they had to say:

Mr Thompson
DIRECTOR OF MATHS

Why did you choose teaching?
  Whilst at school I developed a love of the subject of mathematics 

and computer science.  I enjoyed the way mathematics could be 
used to solve complex problems, and allied with the programming 
side of computers, the way algebra was used within programming 
code.  I did have inspirational mathematics teachers and am grateful 
to them for the work they did we me, in encouraging me to take 
the subject further, firstly at A-Level and then to take a degree.  
Following on from that I used these skills with some large local 
businesses to develop their logistics and purchasing systems – it 
is interesting how seemingly abstract mathematics can be used 
in industry.  Being able to communicate these links is extremely 
satisfying to enable students to see the uses of what they are 
learning. 

Why did you choose to become the  
Director of Mathematics?

 Having been an Assistant Headteacher at Ellowes Hall school 
and led mathematics departments at previous schools it offered 
me the opportunity to further my career whilst staying involved 
in teaching of the subject I love to teach.  Many leadership roles 
within schools remove the teacher from the subject, this gave 
me the opportunity to develop my experiences even further. 

How do you approach your director role?
 The role of subject director as I see it, is a supporting role.  

Within Invictus we have a group of very talented and dedicated 
staff, particularly within mathematics.  The role is to offer support, 
and guidance to changes within the curriculum and help them to 
keep up with best practice in the teaching and learning of the 
subject.  I have also arranged training for the mathematics staff 

within Invictus and we have used this to share best practice from 
the six schools to ensure we offer the best opportunities for all 
the students we teach. 

What is the impact of your role  
for the students?

 By working with the staff from the six schools and the 
opportunity to share our best practices we can demonstrate the 
impact on the students in terms of the improved results we have 
realised.  Many of the schools can show this to be the case.  In the 
future to get students involved in collaboration across the schools 
would be the next steps. 

INVICTUS
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What is the impact of your role  
for the Mathematics staff?

  The impact for staff is that they know there is someone who 
can offer support, when decisions need to be taken about the 
curriculum, teaching and learning, or assessment there is a network 
of help to make sure that the best choices are made.  Also my move 
to Kinver High came about from identifying a need to develop 
mathematics at Kinver, as well as a need to strengthen the leadership 
at the school.  This is just another example of the positive impact 
being part of a six school Multi Academy Trust brings. 

What impact has your role had on you?
  The subject director role has enabled me to continue to 

develop my experience of mathematics in the variety of different 
contexts that the six schools offer and also given me the opportunity 
to work with some very experienced teachers of mathematics.  
Carrying out subject reviews with people such as Steve Abbot who 
worked as deputy lead for mathematics within Ofsted and was the 
author of some very influential documents about the teaching of 
mathematics has been a great and valued experience for me. 

Mr Wingate
DIRECTOR OF PERFORMING ARTS

Why did you choose teaching?
 I first taught music while I was still in the Army and quickly 

realised how rewarding it is.  I directed my first musical production 
at the same time, which we subsequently performed to Princess 
Diana. It quickly became apparent that the life of a performing 
arts teacher is rich and varied and frequently offers opportunities 
such as this one, so I suppose I was hooked at an early age. 

Why did you choose to become the  
Director of Performing Arts?

 After running numerous musical projects for many years, both 
curricular and extra-curricular I was offered the opportunity to 
apply for the post of director of performing arts for the Invictus 
Education Trust. I consider the performing arts to be a subject 
extremely well placed to offer elite experiences for our students 
whilst at the same time passionately believing that an arts education 
is an essential part of a rounded educational philosophy. I was 
delighted by the Invictus Education Trusts commitment to the 
performing arts at a time when many schools had made decisions 
to cut back in this particular field of endeavour.     

How do you approach your director role?
 As the Director of Performing Arts of the Invictus Education 

Trust, it falls upon me to ensure that all our performing arts 
subjects maintain high standards and that they offer a rich and 
varied curriculum. It has been (and continues to be) an amazing 
experience to work alongside so many highly committed and 
talented performing arts staff and it is a privilege to be able to 
offer support and sometimes guidance to members of staff. I have 

a collegiate ethos and I believe that we are all in education for 
the same reasons and therefore working as a team is extremely 
important, even vital. It is often said that teaching is a vocation 
rather than merely a profession and I believe that to be true, 
particularly in the field of arts education. 

What is the impact of your role  
for our students?

 It has been amazing to watch the development of our students 
across the Trust in the past three years.  We have seen the rise 
of music and drama departments in at least two of our schools 5

www.invictus.education



What is the impact of your role for  
performing arts staff?

 The Invictus Education Trust has brought a wide cross-section 
of arts staff together, in many cases for the first time. Teachers 
have supported each other in terms of training, school trips, 
concerts, workshops and productions – to name just a few. We 
have collaborated as a group on aspects of training, purchase 
of new equipment, schemes of work, productions, workshops 
and mentoring. In many cases this has often contributed to an 
improvement in morale so that no one member of staff is alone/
isolated – even in some of the smaller schools. 

What impact has your role had on you?
 Doing the job of Head of Performing Arts has focussed my 

ambition. Personally, I am not particularly ambitious, but I am 
ambitious for our students and staff. I fully believe that as a team 
we offer an arts experience as good, if not better, than many other 
schools and MATs across the UK. I think that is something we can 
all be proud of. 

where previously these subjects were either weak or non-existent.  
We have seen numerous school productions, dance events and 
concerts of increasingly high quality as well as a developing sense 
of self-esteem amongst the MAT student body.  Since the inception 
of Invictus, our students have performed in multiple high-end 
venues such as Birmingham Symphony Hall,  The Grand Theatre 
in Wolverhampton and the Royal Albert Hall in London, as well 
as many smaller venues and home school performances.  Recently 
we have started the Big Strings Project, in which we offer free 
stringed instrument teaching to all our students. This will in time 
provide us with a symphony orchestra.  Additionally, our dancers 
have worked with Birmingham Royal Ballet on workshops and 
productions. I think our students and parents recognise these 
opportunities and are increasingly availing themselves of them. 
Opportunities such as these give the Trust schools a higher profile 
and make them more attractive to potential parents/students. 

Miss Hatton
DIRECTOR OF SPORT

Why did you choose teaching?
  When I was at school, the careers advisor said to me find a 

job doing something you love and are passionate about. 
So I did! 
I had a huge passion for sport at school, and was lucky enough to 
be encouraged by my PE teachers to try as many sports and take 
as many opportunities as I could.  If I can influence our students as 
they influenced me I will feel a huge sense of accomplishment! 

Why did you choose to become  
the Director of Sport?

  As with my career choice really, I enjoy enabling our students 
to discover new passions and find sporting opportunities, becoming 
the Director of Sport just meant I could do this on an even bigger 
scale. Part of the Trust vision is to offer unique opportunities and 
elite experiences, this allows me to be creative with the sports 
we offer, and often these experiences are as new and enriching 
to me as they are the students and it is a privilege to share these 
experiences with them. 

INVICTUS
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How do you approach your director role?
 I have tried to offer as many different opportunities to as many 

different students as possible, I believe in value driven behaviours 
and have produced, with the help of our students a set of values 
that anyone participating on an Invictus Sport must demonstrate, 
they are: 

What is the impact of your role  
for the students?

 Hopefully our students are benefiting for the wide variety  
of unique opportunities offered to them, in the last 12 months 
alone we have participated in the following activities as a Trust,  
meaning that students from each school have engaged and 
participated together: 

 Not only do our students benefit from the activity itself but 
the partnerships we have created allow for exit routes into that 
activity via local clubs and organisations. 

What is the impact of your role for the PE staff?
 Having taught PE for 5 years prior to becoming the Director 

of Sport I know what a thankless task it can be, fixtures, training, 
competitions at weekends, washing kit on top of planning lessons 
and marking (yes we do have marking too!)
I am keen to not add to that workload, PE teachers do what they 
do because of their love for sport, well-being and educating and 
enabling students. I try my best to make communication as clear 
and effective as possible and provide all resources and support 
for each activity.
Ultimately my job could not be done without them, I require their 
cooperation, support and their ability to engage and enthuse their 
students to participate, which they ALWAYS do.  We have incredible 
team across the Trust with lots of talented and hard-working PE 
staff and I am proud to be part of that team. 

What impact has your role had on you?
 The impact is huge, we have so many success stories, so many 

students that are now pursuing sports that we introduced to them, 
competing at a performance level with college or university teams. 
It is these stories that drive me each day and ensure that I will 
continue to explore different opportunities and activities for our 
students to benefit from.  

ENJOYMENT
Sport is enriching, enjoyment is at the forefront of our 
mind when we learn, train and compete

INTEGRITY 
We always aim to win, but not at all costs, honesty is 
paramount

DETERMINATION 
We never give in we are aware that success isn’t a straight 
line

CONSIDERATE
We care about our team and contribute to the team 
environment

SELF-BELIEF 
We keep our goal at the forefront of our mind and 
wholeheartedly believe we will achieve it

UNCONQUERABLE
We refuse to be conquered, in defeat and failure we 
learn and grow ready for the next challenge

NETBALL – We now have a Trust academy 

RUGBY – We now have a Trust academy

SCUBA DIVING 

CLAY PIGEON SHOOTING 

ARCHERY

TABLE TENNIS 

ROWING 

INDOOR ROWING 

AMERICAN FOOTBALL

MOUNTAIN BIKING 

VELODROME CYCLING

VOLLEYBALL 

SWIMMING 

ROUNDERS 

GOLF
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At Crestwood we are passionate about celebrating outstanding 
performance. We have many ways of recognising and rewarding 
student achievement ranging from house points to termly awards.
We have no bigger way than celebrating success than a spot on 
our prestigious honours board. These 6 incredible students 
have earnt their place in Crestwood School history and we thank 
them for their commitment.

HONOURS

Service Not Self - 
Daniel Moriarty
An award given to students that live and 
breathe the school motto way beyond 
even the highest of expectations. Daniel 
is a worthy winner of the award. He is 
our current Deputy Head Boy having 
served the school across a number of 
student leadership roles.

Sportswoman of the Year – 
Mollie-Mai Summers
It would be easier to list the things that 
Mollie-Mai hasn’t achieved in sport whilst 
being a Crestwood student! Outside of 
school Mollie plays for Cookley Sports FC 
Under 18 academy team and 1st team. 
She has represented the Dudley Borough 
in the Cross Country Championships. 
Mollie has represented Crestwood across 
all sporting teams, notably as  an integral 
part of our Netball league championship 
team and our Rounders team that enjoyed 
a perfect season in 2017-2018, undefeated, 
winning every game.

CRESTWOOD
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Sportsman of the Year –  
Owen Gwilliams
Owen has applied himself impeccably in 
PE lessons in his 5 years here.  Now he is  
a BTEC PE student who has represented 
all school teams during his time here 
with distinction. Although a highly 
skilled all round athlete Owen excels  
in basketball, rugby and particularly 
football, representing Stourbridge 
Football Club for which Owen recently 
received a call up to their Under 18’s 
Academy team. Student of the Year –  

Darcey Noble-Smith
Darcey was last year’s deserved winner 
of the prestigious ‘Student of the Year’ 
award. This award is given in recognition 
of outstanding behaviour, attainment, 
progress and service during the school 
year. Darcey’s per formance in her 
GCSEs was truly remarkable. In almost 
all subjects she achieved at least TWO 
GRADES higher than her targets. 
Darcey was an incredible all-rounder 
who everyday contributed to school life. 
We wish her every success in the future.

Progress Award – Chad Baker
Academic progress has become an area 
of school performance OFSTED use to 
heavily influence their judgement of a 
school in recent years. For a long time 
we have recognised progress as a key 
factor to measure our students success. 
Progress is the measure of how a student 
performs against their Year 7 predictions 
(based on academic performance in KS2 
and initial tests at the start of KS3). Chad, 
who is now an Invictus 6th Form student 
made incredible progress in his GCSEs. 
His hard work and ability to exceed 
expectations will ensure him future 
success in whatever he chooses to do.

Outstanding Achievement 
Award – Jack Parsons
Jack ’s attainment during the 2018-
2019 academic year was simply the 
strongest of the year group and quite 
possibly the highest grades that any 
Crestwood student has ever achieved.  
Jack received 6 Grade 9s (highest mark 
available) 4 grade 8s and an A. Jack’s 
academic success was also matched by 
his passion and talent for performing 
ar ts, starring in a number of whole 
school productions and concerts whilst 
at Crestwood School.

www.crestwoodschool.co.uk
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LIPA VISIT
Some of our Gifted and Talented Performing 
Arts students spent the day at Liverpool Institute 
of Performing Arts. Our students took part 
in a range of workshops led by professionals 
who work in the business.  The first workshop 
was ‘Acting skills’ in which our students were 
challenged in creating characters and actions. 
We then went on a tour of the building where 
students got to see what they would be involved 
in if they were to study here at a post 16 level. 

We then went on a tour of the building in 
which students got to see costume design, 
set design and a real life working, professional 
recording studio. The resources were amazing, 
and students were quick to inform the LIPA 
graduate that we had almost exactly the same 
resources in Music at Crestwood! I think some 
of our students didn’t realise how lucky we are at 
Crestwood to have such professional equipment. 

Our students then had lunch at the LIPA Café in 
which some students fully devoured a full chicken 
and chips! Our Music workshop was up next 
with a Music Degree graduate of the Institute. 

Our students excelled in this workshop and 
impressed the graduate with their knowledge 
of musical signs and symbols. 

We ended the day with costume design. Our 
students had a theme given by the specialist, a 
deadline to meet and materials and resources 
to design and make the costume. The day at 
LIPA really inspired some of our students into 
considering Performing Arts as a possible future 
career.  The trip highlighted career options that 
are not always obvious or known to us. We all 
left feeling truly inspired and excited to come 
back for more workshops in the future. 

STUDENT SWIMS 
TO SUCCESS 
Our very own Molly competed in the 
Wombourne SC Club Championships and 
absolutely dominated it! In 13 races she won 
6 gold medals, 7 silver medals, 7 county 
qualifying times so far and the overall 13/14 
age group winner! If that was not enough, 
last night at the presentation night she 
gained a further 7 medals for achievements 
such as setting the fastest time, taking her 
grand total to 20 medals! Just to top her 
weekend off, she was chosen to be Vice 
Captain of the team for the coming year! 
Future Olympic star right there!

INVICTUS GOES SHOOTING
On a lovely sunny February afternoon, six of the 
Invictus schools came together for an afternoon 
of shooting. Miss Hatton, Director of sport asked 
staff across the six schools to select 15 students 
who would benefit and enjoy learning to shoot. 
Students were selected for Clay pigeon shooting 
at ‘Millride Country Spor ts.’   This was an 
excellent day for our students to learn  more 
about shooting and the history of the sport. 
Our coaches for the day were fantastic, Gwyn 
and Stella who are BASC registered,  really 
put our students at ease and ensured that 
they ALL experienced success by hitting the 

targets a number of times!  They went over gun 
safety, laws and body position.  The students all 
managed to be successful in shooting so much 
so, some have booked into more sessions and 
even want to be part of a club! 
Students were fantastic and represented their 
school impeccably. 
Director of Invictus Sport, Miss Hatton added  
‘It was a fantastic day and what a privilege for 
our students to be involved in, we would like 
to thank the coaches, Joanne and the team at 
Millride’10

CRESTWOOD



GCSE DRAMA 
WORKSHOP
On the 18th January Year 10 Crestwood 
GCSE pupils were joined with a handful  
of Year 9 El lowes s tudents and were  
incredibly lucky to experience a 6 hour 
workshop wi th the popular Theatre 
company Frantic Assembly. 

Frantic have worked on productions such 
as ‘The Curious Incident of the Dog in the 
Night Time’ and ‘The Cursed Child’.  The 
workshop allowed our pupils to explore 
a manner of di f ferent approaches to 
movement and physical theatre which will 
be valuable when completing their devised 
work in class.  

Since beginning another year of girl’s football 
here at Crestwood, the number of girls taking 
part within extra-curricular football has grown 
immensely.  The girls have the opportunity to 
train every Tuesday and Thursday after school 
in order to improve their knowledge and skills. 

Over the last few months our year 7 girl’s football 
team have taken the local area by storm with their 
talent. On the 12th of December we travelled 
to The Dormston School to compete in the first 
round of the ESFA 5 a side tournament.  The girls 
slotted home 14 goals and conceded 0. On the 
19th of December we travelled to The Dormston 
School to compete in the second round of the 
ESFA 5 a side tournament and the girls scored a 
further 14 goals and conceded 0, securing our first 

place position. Pretty impressive if I say so myself! 

Not only did the girls dominate the tournament 
they secured a place at The West Midland English 
Schools Football Association indoor finals!! The 
competition was held at the Play Football Centre 
in Birmingham on Monday 4th February 2019. 
The team faced a number of schools across the 
region with some incredible talent on display.  The 
girls battled through to the semi final and finished 
3rd overall which is an incredible achievement. 

Huge congratulations to the following pupils for 
their hard work and determination…

Zaria Mehmood (GK), Sophie Mullings (DF), Milli 
Shepherd (MD), Abbey Beresford (MD), Libby 
Cartwright (FWD) and Ayesha Lail (FWD). 

GIRLS FOOTBALL

OVERALL GOAL SCORER TALLY

Name: Goals scored

Zaria Mehmood (GK) 0

Sophie Mullings (DF) 1

Milli Shepherd (MD) 15

Abbey Beresford (MD) 18

Libby Cartwright (FWD) 1

Ayesha Lail (FWD) 3

Miss Ellis – Teacher of Physical Education
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CRESTWOOD THROUGH TO THE REGIONAL 

BOCCIA CHAMPIONSHIPS!
Crestwood has done it again! Our BOCCIA team smashed it in the district championships and 
earnt themselves silver medals! As a result they are through to the regional championships in 
March! A HUGE well done to the students and staff involved:
Mufaro Masango-Pemhenai, Ahmed Islam, Amirab Islam, Lewis Wills and Nathan Pearson.

CRESTWOOD STUDENT 
EXCELS IN EXAM 
The future is bright for Aurelius as he has just 
taken his Grade 5 Piano exam and passed with 
distinction!  Well done! 

CRESTWOOD
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REPORT: GERMAN BREAKFAST

Year 8 have been studying healthy lifestyles in German, and some of students recently took part in a German breakfast.  
Here are a couple of the reports they wrote after they had tried the food…

COREYDAMION

Ich habe die Salami sehr, sehr lecker gefunden.  Ich habe alles probiert.  
Der Schinken hat okay geschmeckt, aber das Schwarzbrot hat mir 
nicht gut gefallen.  Der Käse hat fantastisch geschmeckt.  Mein 
Lieblingszutat war die Salami, denn es ist wunderbar.  Das Bauernbrot 
has nicht gut gerochen.  Meiner Meinung nach ist die Salami sehr, 
sehr lecker.  Im Großen und Ganzen war das Frühstück lecker!

Ich liebe das Bauernbrot, denn es ist super!  Ich hasse das 
Schwarzbrot und den Schwarzwälderschinken.  Die Salami hat 
sehr salzig geschmeckt, und der Käse war ekelhaft, aber ich liebe 
den Schinken, denn es ist lecker.  Im Großen und Ganzen war das 
Frühstück toll!

I love the farmer’s bread because it’s super.  I hate the black bread 
and the Black Forest ham.  The salami tasted very salty and the 
cheese was disgusting, but I love the ham because it’s tasty.  All 
in all the breakfast was great!

I found the salami very, very tasty.  I tried everything.  The ham tasted 
okay but I didn’t like the black bread.  The cheese tasted fantastic.  
My favourite ingredient was the salami because it’s wonderful.  The 
farmer’s bread didn’t smell very nice.  In my opinion the salami is 
very, very tasty.  All in all the breakfast was tasty!



AUTHOR VISITS
Candy said she was extremely impressed with 
our school and students and left Crestwood 
with happy memories!

CREATIVE WRITING COMPETITION 
Forty students participated in the Young Writers Mission Catastrophe competition.  This 
included students writing a mini saga, a story in just 100 words.  Their stories were about 
how the world ended or they explored their post-apocalyptic vision.  All of our students’ mini 
sagas have been selected to be published in a short stories collection.  We are extremely 
proud of this achievement.

CRESTWOOD SUPPORTS 
BIRMINGHAM CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL
We love supporting great foundations here at Crestwood, and one of those foundations 
is the amazing Birmingham Children’s Hospital! During 2018, Crestwood raised a 
staggering £1,962.10 for the hospital! We would like to say a huge thank you and well 
done to all staff, students, parents and members of the community for helping us 
support such an inspirational foundation!

CRESTWOOD CELEBRATES 

VALENTINE ’S 
DAY IN STYLE
Crestwood School got in the Valentine’s mood 
again this year with our annual charity flower 
sale. Maddie Bradley, Maya Bowles, Ashley Perks, 
Harvey James and Charlie Rankovic, all in Year 
9, took control of the sale and even set up a 
confidential delivery service so that admirers 
could send flowers in secret. Kate at the Flower 
Fountain in Brierley Hill supplied us with 300 
individually wrapped red carnations which the 
Year 9 team expertly displayed and sold during 
break and lunch time. The flowers quickly sold 
out making over £50 for our school charity, 
Birmingham Children’s Hospital. We’d like to 
say a huge thank you to our Year 9’s for giving 
up their time, they created a real buzz around 
Crestwood and love was definitely in the air. 
It was fantastic to see so many happy students 
and staff throughout the day. 

ANOTHER FUTURE 
SPORTING STAR 
Freddie achieved bronze and silver badges 
in hurdles, sprinting and jumping recently! 
He also received a plaque for being the 
most commit ted , suppor t ive and al l 
rounded under 13 athlete in the Dudley 
and Stourbridge Harriers Athletics Club 
after attending all of the triangle, indoor 
and midland league competitions! Smashed 
it Freddie, well done! 
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Ellowes Hall Sports College is delighted to announce that have been included 
as one of the 1775 schools across country to take part in the National Schools 
Breakfast programme.  The programme is provided through a partnership of 
Magic Breakfast and Family Action with funding provided from the Department 
of Education to improve access to healthy breakfasts and learning.
Each day at least half a million children in the UK arrive at school each day too hungry  
to learn. Research has shown a direct link between the breakfast habits 
of children and their educational attainment.  

Schools that have been involved in the programme in the past 
have reported that their breakfast provision has improved 
pupils energy levels, aler tness, concentration and 
behaviour all of which has, in turn, lead to improved 
education attainment levels.

As part of this ground-breaking ‘no barriers’ 
breakfast Ellowes Hall will be able to expand 
their existing breakfast provision to offer all 
pupils one free serving per day of either 
Quakers porridge, Nestle cereals or their 
very popular special recipe Nash bagels 
(made using a mix of wholemeal and 
white flour). Other items will continue to 
be available to purchase, including bacon 
sandwiches and a range of drinks.    

Breakfast is the most important meal 
of the day, especially for learning. Our 
inclusion in the National School Breakfast 
Programme will ensure that all pupils are 
able to have a healthy start to their day, 
improving their life chances by preventing 
them from being too hungry to learn.

35 Year 10 & 11 students from Ellowes 
Hall Sports College travelled to Berlin, 
for four days, to visit historical sites vital 
for their understanding of GCSE History. 
Students visited a number of places of interest 
including Brandenburg Gate, Checkpoint Charlie,   
The Berlin Wall, The German History Museum, 
The House of the Wannsee Conference and 
the Topography of Terror former HQ of the 
SS and Gestapo.

Students were also given the oppor tunity 
to visit the Mall of Berlin for a more cultural 
experience. The two highlights of the visit 
were, firstly, to the Reichstag, where students 
gained an understanding of German Politics for 
their relevant time of study and could take in 
an incredible view across the whole of Berlin. 
Secondly students were given the chance to 
visit the concentration Sachsenhausen; this 
experience was both fascinating and very 
moving for both students and staff. Seeing what 
humanity is capable of was a very eye opening 
experience for all.

The application of the knowledge learnt in Berlin 
is now very evident in the classroom.  All students 
were a credit to themselves, the school and the 
memory of those we learnt about.

H I S T O R Y  V I S I T 
T O  B E R L I N

Year 11 Students and History Teacher Mr Horton on 
top of the Reichstag building.

All students and staff at the House of Wannsee

FREE BREAKFAST ITEMS 
TO IMPROVE LEARNING
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The Ellowes Hall Sports College is delighted to 
have been the recipient of a £650 grant from 
Moto in the Community to fund the purchase 
of new books for our English Department and 
Library.

Improving our pupil’s literacy is a key focus of 
our School’s Improvement Plan. Our initiatives, 
including the accelerated reader program, paired 
reading and small group booster sessions have 
been well received by our pupils. Noticeable 
improvements in their literacy have been seen. 

However to continue to be effective these 
initiates all rely on having a good range of quality 
books that capture our pupil’s interest.

Through the Moto in the Community grant 
Ellowes Hall Sports College has been able to 
purchase 69 new books.  These include the 
timeless classics; Treasure Island, Jungle Book 
and the play script of Frankenstein along with 
new titles such as Cold Tom, After Tomorrow 
and Storm Catchers to name a few.

Being a good reader will help students in every 
area of the curriculum, not just English.  Thank 
you again to Moto in the Community and their 
par tners Oxford University Press for their 
support; it will truly assist our pupils in fulfilling 
their potential.  

On Monday 4th February, students 
from all the Invictus schools came 
to Ellowes Hall to listen to a talk by 
Professor Robert Winston. 
The professor and fertility scientist visited 
the school to discuss the ever-changing 
world of Science, the unpredictable future 
and man’s most important discoveries 
thousands of years into the past.

The students enjoyed the dynamic 
discussion and were asking numerous 
questions about his research and what he 
intends to work on in the future.

(Professor Robert Winston with  
Head girl Natalie and Head boy Jack)

NEW BOOKS ENCOURAGE READING

PROFESSOR’S TALK IS OUT OF THIS WORLD

www.elloweshall.co.uk
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ARMY SUCCESS
FOR FORMER ELLOWES 
HALL STUDENT
Oliver was sponsored by the Sedgley and 
Wombourne Rotary club to attend the 2017 
Rotary Youth leadership Academy camp.

Oliver has achieved his ambition to join the 
British Army, being part of the winning team 
(‘The Raging Rhinos’).

He graduated in December 2018 from ATR 
Winchester as a fully trained soldier to join 
the Household Cavalry regiment, which is one 
of the units guarding ‘Her Majesty the Queen’. 

We are extremely proud of what Oliver has 
achieved and we wish him all the best for his 
future.

On Thursday 29th November, we took five students to David Lloyd Leisure Centre in Dudley 
to compete for the first time in the School Games Level 2 Boccia Competition. 

Twelve teams from across Dudley took part. The students really enjoyed representing Ellowes 
Hall and working as part of a team to compete against other schools. The atmosphere was 
very calm allowing for maximum concentration. Well done to Zoe Nelson. Jobe F-B, Molly 
H, Bethany B and JaNaya B for their fantastic effort in the competition.

BOCCIA

ELLOWES HALL
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15-year-old Lydia W cooked up a storm 
to reach Springboard’s Future Chef 
National Final.
On 11/02/19 at Coventry College, Henley 
Campus, young, aspiring chefs competed in 
Future Chef 2019. Future Chef directly relates 
to the national curriculum and gives young 
people a life skill. It aims to tackle the severe 
skills shortage facing hospitality by inspiring 
12-16 year olds to develop their cooking skills 
and understanding of nutrition. 
Springboard’s Future Chef features a four stage 
national competition, annually involving over 
8,000 participants. It also includes classroom 
resources, chef demonstrations and skills 
challenges, and forms a link between schools 
and hospitality employers.
Lydia from Ellowes Hall Sports College beat 
three other competitors to reach the National 
Final of Springboard’s Future Chef Competition. 
Lydia served a delicious menu of Soy – glazed 
Salmon fillet served with plaited asparagus, rose 
duchess potatoes and heritage carrots followed 
by Raspberry, white chocolate and pistachio 
profiteroles earning her a place at the National 
Final on 18th March 2019.
Lydia said: “I’m completely shocked and surprised 
to have won today and I’m so excited for the 
National Final!”
Chef Judge George Outhwai te , Hi l ton 
Birmingham Metropole said: “The quality of 
today’s dishes was exceptional and I’ve seen 

some really high standards, the competition 
seems to get better every year. All f inalists 
produced some fantastic dishes, congratulations 
to Lydia who achieved her potential today by 
serving up a well-balanced and nutritional meal”.
Springboard Regional Manager Suzanne Chilvers 
said: “Springboard’s Future Chef was developed 
as a result of research into young people’s ideas 
about the hospitality industry. Research revealed 
that young people really admire high-profile 
celebrity chefs, yet surprisingly few genuinely 
consider a career as a chef! Springboard’s Future 
Chef provides teachers and young people with 
a wonderful insight into the wealth of career 
opportunities that the hospitality sector has to 
offer.”The competition will culminate on 18th 
March 2019, with the National Final taking place 
at Westminster Kingsway College in London. 

About Springboard’s Future Chef
Springboard’s Future Chef is a nationwide 
culinary initiative run by The Springboard 
Charity, helping young people aged 12-16 
to learn to cook, explore food and develop  
a vital life skill . It develops culinary skills ,  
educates about food provenance, health & 
safety and food hygiene and informs about entry 
routes to worthwhile careers in hospitality.  
The initiative encourages the next generation 
of young chefs and, of course, through its four 
stage national competition, each year crowns 
one talented participant as the Springboard’s 
Future Chef Winner! 

ELLOWES HALL SPORTS COLLEGE PUPIL
THROUGH TO SPRINGBOARD’S  
FUTURE CHEF NATIONAL FINAL

www.elloweshall.co.uk
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On Friday 25th January, at Dudley College eleven Gifted and 
Talented year 10 History pupils as well as two six formers 
got the chance to hear the testimony of Zigi Shipper, who 
was a Holocaust survivor. Many people turned up to the 
event including several other Dudley schools and Ian Austin 
the local MP. The service started with Ian Austin introducing 
himself and the service as well as giving a personal message 
to Zigi.  We also heard a quick talk from two students at the 
college describing their experience when visiting Auschwitz. 
The next part, and in our opinion the best part, was when 
we got to hear the testimony of Zigi Shipper and how he 
survived the Holocaust. 

Hearing Zigi Shipper talk was very moving, and we found it 
shocking to hear of the way him and millions of other Jews 
were treated in the concentration camps. For the first nine 
years of his life, he lived with his father and his grandparents 
in Lodz, Poland. In 1939, Zigi’s father escaped the Germans 
and went to live in Russia. As soon as school had finished 
for the summer, Zigi and his grandparents were ordered 
to live in the ghettos. There they had just one room – with 
no toilet. The conditions were so poor that it wasn’t long 
before his grandfather died. Zigi was forced to work in a 
metal factory inside the ghetto. Zigi worked here until July 
1944 - he was only fourteen years old. 

HISTORY HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL 
SERVICE AT DUDLEY COLLEGE

ELLOWES HALL
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The ghettos were abandoned shortly after, and Zigi was 
put on a cattle train and sent to the concentration camp, 
Auschwitz. They had to live in horrible conditions – three 
people to one wooden bed, out in the cold, only two meals 
of bread and black coffee each day. A short while after he 
was sent to another camp which was just as bad. Zigi was 
given the opportunity to work on a railway yard, and fearing 
he would die in the camp, he volunteered. Here he managed 
to steal some food from the trains. He worked until March 
1945, until he was sent back to the concentration camp. 
Here, Zigi caught typhoid. One day, Zigi had to go on a 
15km march with the Nazis. He was weakened and ill. 
Fortunately, when he got there, the British troops had come 
to liberate the prisoners, and Zigi became free once more.                                                                                                                            

Zigi told us that after this he had a happy life; he moved to 
England, got married and had two daughters. For many years 
Zigi has spread his story to show everyone the true horrors 
of the concentration camps. At 89 years old, we think Zigi  
is very brave and an inspiration to us all. 

After Zigi’s testimony a candle was lit and we held a minute’s 
silence to pay our respects to the people who were killed 
in the Holocaust. It really helped pupils reflect on the 
Holocaust as we could hear the story of a real survivor 
who was there and what he had to do to stay alive. In our 
opinions it was a great experience as it helped us reflect 
more about the Holocaust and what actually happened. 

Written by Freya A and Joshua E (year 10) 

www.elloweshall.co.uk
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KINVER HIGH SCHOOL WELCOMES

A NEW INTERIM HEAD TEACHER
In Februar y K inver High School 
welcomed Mr Daniel Taylor, as our new 
Interim Head Teacher. Having worked 
within the Invictus Trust for several 
years, he has plenty of experience and 
vision to lead the school.
Mr  Taylor,  who graduated from Aston 
University’s Business School with a combined 
honours degree, began his teacher training 
in 2001 and took up a full time position with 
Leasowes High School in Halesowen in 2002.  
Here he worked as a subject teacher within 
Business Studies and ICT and quickly rose 
up through the ranks to become the school’s 
deputy head.  As part of the Invictus Trust, Mr 
Taylor has also spent some time working at 
Ounsdale High School in Wombourne. 

Having worked in industry for eight years, 
Mr Taylor works passionately to ensure 
that the best opportunities are afforded to 
students regardless of their backgrounds and 
starting points. He believes that aspiration and 
motivation are key to students exploiting their 
full potential.

Mr  Taylor,  said:  “I feel both excited and 
privileged to be leading a school which has 
so much undoubted potential. The next few 
weeks will see me meeting with staff, students, 
parents and governors.  I am keen to meet with 
as many people as possible, to hear their views 
and to be able to share my thoughts with them. 

“I very much look forward to meeting and 
working with everyone at Kinver to ensure that 
we continue to deliver an excellent education 
for all of our students at Kinver High School.”

CHARITY HEAD SHAVE 

RAISES £5,438
Well done to everyone who took part 
in the charity head shave, which took 
place early in February at Stourbridge 
Rugby Club.
A few of our Year 10 students at Kinver 
High School, who play rugby at Stourbridge 
Rugby Club, had their heads shaved in aid of 
Birmingham Children’s Hospital and Cancer 
Research. The event was a fund raising tribute 
to their friend Tom Mole, who died last April, 
and for the mother of one of their friends, Sally 
Taylor, who is battling cancer for the second 
time and is currently very poorly in hospital.

A big thank you to everyone who has 
donated already.

KINVER
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Twelve Year 10 students from Kinver High School visited the University 
of Oxford at the end of February.  They visited the University along 
with students from Pedmore, Leasowes and Ounsdale High Schools.

The students were given an introductory talk about the University of 
Oxford, what courses the University offers and how it differs from other 
universities. They were also informed about the grades that they would 
need to get to be able to consider applying for the University.

The students were then given a tour of Oriel College. A current 
undergraduate then spent time with the group and informed them 
about life inside the University and extra-curriculum activities that they 
could get involved with.

The students finished the day by participating in a seminar whereby 
they had to create their own big question for other groups to consider.  
Students came up with topical issues such as “should university be free?”  
and “should euthanasia be legalised in the UK?”

Kinver High School English teacher, Miss Brookes, said: “The trip was 
a fantastic experience for our students.  They were all a credit to our 
school and worked well with the other students in the Invictus Trust. I 
was very proud of how they made the most of the opportunity to take 
their learning outside the classroom and consider their futures.

“Their visit has encouraged them to start to think about what they want 
to do and achieve in the future!”

KINVER YEAR 8 RUGBY SUCCESS 
On 26th February, Kinver High School’s Year 8 Rugby team competed in 
another round robin rugby fixture at Stourbridge Rugby Club. 

The team played three games against opposition from schools across 
Dudley and finished the fixture undefeated, winning 1 and drawing 2 
games. Our rugby team currently have played 19 games, of which they 
have Won 14, Drawn 3 and Lost 2 this season. 

PE teacher, Mr Parry, said: “Our students represented Kinver High 
School exceptionally well through their commitment, team spirit and 
sportsmanship. Well done everyone.”

The students who played were: Rhys Jones, Tommy Grainger, Harrison 
Johnson, Harvey Parsons, Will Longville, Xandre Escudeiro Fraga, Jack 
Noble, Alex Hartshorne, Jameson Bowen, Adam Harris, Archie Toy 
and Sam Davies.

KINVER STUDENTS VISIT 
UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD

www.kinverhigh.co.uk
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Congratulations to Kinver High Sixth Former, Ellie Jackson, who has just returned 
from a tiring but successful 2 weeks ski training and racing. 
She started 2019, with 2 week’s race training in France, prior to Grand Slalom and slalom races 
in Champery and Villars in Switzerland. 

Following a short return to normality at home, she flew out to Austria two weeks later for 
further training; some sessions starting at 7am, to practice SuperG before the slopes opened to 
the public. She then headed to Italy and France, competing in a further six international races.  

Ellie is in the first year of being able to compete internationally, but is already achieving some 
credible results.  In Italy, competing in the final slalom race based on her year of birth, Ellie was 
the fastest GB girl and 4th fastest across all the nations.  

Racing in France, last weekend, Ellie delivered some storming runs, reducing her seed points 
considerably, so that she has maintained her top 3 GB ranking for her year of birth. 

Mr Taylor, Kinver High Head Teacher, said: “We are delighted to be supporting her dreams. Ellie 
continues to train hard, is building a fantastic international group of friends, whilst still working 
hard to maintain her expected A-level grades. Well done Ellie!”

ELLIE JACKSON’S SKI SUCCESS

Plans are progressing for the new sports centre at Kinver 
High School.

The siting of the new centre has been agreed, planning permission has 
been granted and we are currently going out to tender for the work.

The Sports hall will comprise a hall the size of 6 badminton courts, a 

dance studio, gym space, climbing wall, 3 classrooms and a club room. 

Also, our tennis courts are being re-developed.

All of these facilities will be available for hire outside of school hours.

KINVER’S NEW SPORTS HALL

KINVER
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YEAR 8 FOOTBALLERS
IN 7-A-SIDE CUP
COMPETITION
Congratulations to our Year 8 footballers at 
Kinver High School who competed in the Dudley 
7-a-side cup competition at Thorns Collegiate 
Academy in January.
Whilst the team finished 4th in the group, in 
the 7 team tournament, they were a credit to 
our school.
PE teacher, Mr Parry, said:  “I was impressed 
by the whole team.  Their levels of effort, 
sportsmanship and team work were excellent. 
Well done.”

Sir Robert Winston is  
a renowned scientist who researches 
ways to improve fertility and helps 
couples who are having difficulties 

conceiving, to have children. He is a 
professor at Imperial College London. 

My school and I, had the privilege 
of meeting Sir Robert Winston and 

listening to his views about how 
science has changed the development 

of the world. It was an  
inspiring experience.

In early February, a group of Kinver High School GCSE science students 
attended a talk by Lord Robert Winston, a leading international scientist 
on embryology and genetics. The talk, held at Ellowes Hall and attended 
by students from all the other schools within the Invictus Education 
Trust, was extremely interesting. He spoke about the pace of scientific 
advancement, stating that it is hard to predict where science is going 
because of the speed of discovery.
Lord Winston, who is a renowned surgeon, television presenter and  
politician, discussed the ever-changing world of Science, the unpredictable 
future and man’s most important discoveries over thousands of years. 
In the words of two of our students:
“Sir Robert Winston is a renowned scientist who researches ways to 
improve fertility and helps couples who are having difficulties conceiving, 

to have children. He is a professor at Imperial College London. My school 
and I, had the privilege of meeting Sir Robert Winston and listening to 
his views about how science has changed the development of the world. 
It was an inspiring experience.” Channan Randhawa 
“On 4th February, there was an opportunity to see Sir Robert Winston 
for all members of the Invictus Trust. He gave an inspiring talk about 
the evolution of science and technology, from our early homo-sapiens  
ancestors crafting weapons and tools from rocks to hunt for food and  
survive, to modern high-power lasers, which are used throughout medical  
science and even to map out space! At the end, he addressed people’s 
questions, which was also very interesting, as he spoke of more incredible  
developments in science and how it may change the future. This  
opportunity to learn more about science was incredible, and Sir Robert 
Winston is inspirational.” Alicia Rawson 
Science teacher, Miss Hall, said:  “Our students enjoyed the dynamic 
discussion and were asking numerous questions about his research and 
what he intends to work on in the future.”

KINVER STUDENTS MEET
LORD ROBERT WINSTON

www.kinverhigh.co.uk
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GAMBIA 
FUNDRAISING 

EVENT
On the last day of the autumn term, before our 
Christmas break, Kinver High School organised a 
fundraising event for their Gambia School Appeal.
Over £1,778 was raised on the day, which is 
an amazing achievement. This money is going  
towards the building of a secondary school in The 
Gambia so that the children who attend the now 
completed primary school, which we built, can  
continue their education.
Mr Wilkes, Head of PE at Kinver High School, said:  
“I am delighted that we have raised so much money 
for the Gambia School Appeal. Special thanks to  
our Year 7 students, they had some great ideas for 
stalls. Also, a big thank you to our Sixth Formers  
who helped out with the pizza stall and for their 
general assistance. It was particularly lovely having 
students from Brindley Heath Junior School  
attend, it created a lovely atmosphere and made  
the event more special.”
Thank you to everyone who contributed to the event.

Congratulations to our Year 7 and 8 girls 
at Kinver High School who took par t in 
a football tournament at West Bromwich 
Albion on the f inal Wednesday before 
Christmas. The event, which was organised 
by the Albion Foundation, saw teams from 
across the region take part. 

Mrs Bayliss, PE teacher at Kinver High School, 
said: “Every member of our team played 
really well, but unfortunately they did not 
make it past the quarter finals. However, 
they enjoyed the experience and learnt a lot.”

Well done!

Congratulations to our two teams from 
Kinver High School who took part in 
the Rotary Youth Speaks competition 
in January at Kinver High School. 
We entered a Junior and Senior team.  The Junior 
team comprised James Bruce, Tegan Hands and 
Iwo Dokszewicz. They wrote a speech about 
surveillance and whether, as a society, we are  
being surveyed too much.  The team did 
extremely well, took lots of time rehearsing 
and editing their speeches and truly did the 
school proud.
The Senior team comprised of Harvey Bowen, 
Evie Jones and Lucy Brooks.  They chose a very 
controversial topic about whether cannabis 
should be legalised in the UK. Again the team 
did exceptionally well and received lots of great 
feedback about their speech.
Both teams have now qualified for the next 
round which is in March.
Well done!

GIRLS IN WBA FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT

KINVER
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At Kinver High School and across Invictus 
Education Trust (MAT) we hosted a ‘Read 
for Good’ Readathon. It has been proven that 
children who read for pleasure are more likely 
to be successful and happy throughout their 
lives (OECD).

We are working with the charity ‘Read for 
Good’, which encourages children to read 
through its unique motivational approach 
inspiring reluctant readers to give reading a 
go, and to encourage keen readers to read 
more widely.

Wi th a v iew to encourag ing read ing , 
throughout February and until World Book 
Day on 7 March, students were sponsored 
to read. 

Students chose whatever they wanted to read 
and set their own rules in relation to how 

people sponsored them e.g. time elapsed 
reading, paragraphs/chapters/books read.   
They chose whether to read their own books, 
books from any English room or the library, 
comics, newspapers and blogs etc, it was 
reading for fun and promoting reading in all 
its forms. Some were even inspired by the 
posters in classrooms stating what individual 
teachers were reading. 

Students were also encouraged to complete a 
review of their favourite book and submit it for 
a competition in order to win a mystery prize. 

The Readathon not only helps the child 
themselves, the money raised will be helping 
to provide new books for children in hospital. 
Also, Kinver High School will receive free 
books for the library worth 20% of our grand 
sponsorship total – so there really is something 
in it for everyone.  Happy reading!

Former Kinver High School student, 
Sam Tonks, is training to run the 
London Marathon in April.
He is running in aid of Lupus, a cause 
very close to his heart.
Lupus is a long-term disease where 
the body’s immune system becomes 
hyperactive and at tacks normal  
healthy tissue. 
Sam said: “I have wanted to run the 
London Marathon for many years.  
I am a committed athlete and what 
better way to do what I love and at  
the same time raise money for a  
very worthy charity which is close to  
my heart.  By running the London  
marathon I hope to raise valuable 
funds to help with research.”

KINVER STUDENTS 
TRY CLAY PIGEON 
SHOOTING
In February, four of our Year 8 students 
were selected for a day of Clay Pigeon 
shooting at Millride Country Sports  
in Essington. 
Students from six of the Invictus schools came 
together to learn more about shooting and the 
history of the sport.

The BASC registered coaches for the day, 
Gwyn and Stella, were fantastic. They really  
put our students at ease and ensured that they 
all experienced success by hitting the targets 
a number of times! The coaches covered 
gun safety, laws and body position. All of the  
students managed to be successful in shooting, so 
much so, some have booked into more sessions 
and even want to be part of a club!

Mr Wilkes, Head of PE, said:  “This was an 
excellent opportunity for our students, all of 
whom behaved impeccably.  The weather was 
perfect and they all said how much they enjoyed 
the day.  Thank you to everyone involved  
in the day. ”

STUDENTS ENCOURAGED  
TO READ FOR GOOD

FORMER KINVER STUDENT 
TRAINS FOR LONDON 

MARATHON

www.kinverhigh.co.uk
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223 SQUADRON
( H A L E S O W E N )
A number of Leasowes students are 
members of the 223 (Halesowen) 
Squadron Air Cadets in Halesowen.  
We are very proud of Krzysztof Stasiak 
who has recently been promoted to 
Sergeant.  He is pictured receiving his 
colours as well as being a proud flag 
bearer for the squadron. WRITING COMPETITION 

WINNER FROM LEASOWES
 
As part of raising awareness and highlighting the importance of  World Book 
Day on 7th March, James Morris MP for Halesowen and Rowley Regis held 
a competition across all the schools in his constituency for a short story.  
There were a number of entries from all ages and the winner from the 
secondary schools was Amber A from Leasowes.  She wrote a story that 
held the judges all the way to the very end of the story, not giving anything 
away about the plot with an interesting turn.  Amber has always loved 
reading and writing and we congratulate her for a wonderful achievement.  
The photo is of Amber with both James Morris MP and Headteacher, Mr 
Mynott, receiving her certificate and £20 book vouchers. 
There were other students who were highly commended for their work 
who will also receive certificates.  These were Ebony, Sadyem, Kirah, Keira, 
Joshan, William and Steven.

BROTHERS UNITE AT SWIMMING
Joe S (Year 10) and Jack S (Year 7) are brothers who represent Halesowen 
Swimming Club.  They have been members of the club for a few years and are 
starting to show their talent.  Both boys recently competed at the Worcestershire 
County Swimming Championships at 50m, 100m and 200m breaststroke. 
Jack made the finals in all three events and has now been selected for the  
County Development Camp.  Joe came first in all events and has now been 
given the title of Junior County Champion and is the fastest U15 in the county.  
Joe has his regional competition in May and is training hard for this to gain the 
times needed for the nationals.  We are extremely proud of both of them and 
wish them all the best in their pursuit of being the best.

LEASOWES
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LEASOWES 
TECHNOLOGY 
DEPARTMENT
SHINES IN 
NATIONAL 

STEM 
COMPETITION
For 3 years, teams of students at Leasowes have 
been competing in the F1 in Schools regional 
competition.  Last year the school was successful 
in one of their teams reaching the National final 
held at Silverstone.  This year the school entered 
three teams into the regional f inals held at  
the EEF Technology Training Hub in Birmingham.  
The two Development class teams, comprised of 
13 to 15-year-old students, and the Entry Class 
team of 11 to 14-year-olds, were charged with 
the task of designing, building, testing and racing 
a miniature F1 car.
Two of these teams, Team Aspire and Team  
Halo qualified for the national finals, and will 
now be pitting their wits against the rest of the 
United Kingdom to be held in March for a two 
day competition at Airbus UK in Chester.  
The teams were judged in a variety of categories, 
including scrutineering, engineering, verbal 
presentation, pit display and enterprise portfolio, 
as well as the car’s speed being tested on the 
Official F1 in Schools track.  The track is a 20 
metre long drag strip, which the F1 in Schools 
F1 cars cover in just over a second.
Mr Chatterton, Head of Technology said “The 
day was a massive success, as all of our teams 
picked up a variety of different awards, including 
first and second place in the development class.” 
“The two development class teams will now 
represent Central England and compete against 
the top 14 teams from across the United Kingdom 
at the National Final in March.”
“The winner of that f inal will then go on to 
represent the UK at a world final featuring 40 
countries, with last year’s event held in Singapore.”
“We are very proud of all our students for 
the effort and dedication they showed in the 
competition, and for the excellent way in which 
they represented the school at the event.”
The F1 in Schools programme is a social enterprise 
which aims to offer a fun and exciting way for 
students to learn science, technology, engineering 
and maths (STEM), par ticularly by using the 
principles applied in the world of Formula One. 27
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GREASE IS THE WORD!
Wednesday 30th, Thursday 31st January and Friday 1st 
February saw Leasowes students perform Grease.  This is 
a show that spans the decades of performance from initial 
production of 1971 as a stage show, to film in 1978, and 
then a West End revival of the 1990s.  Many people will 
have watched John Travolta and Olivia Newton-John on 
screen with their portrayal of Danny and Sandy, followed by 
the T-Birds and Pink Ladies, singing along to favourites such 
as ‘Hopelessly devoted to you’ and ‘Summer nights’.  The 
Leasowes production offered exactly the same and more!
Rehearsals for the show star ted in July 2018, and the 
commitment and dedication that the students showed was 
well and truly demonstrated in a first class production, living 
up to the school ethos of ‘Aspire and Achieve’.  Under the 
leadership of Mrs Rennocks, Mrs Price and Ms Chapman, 

the cast had the audience captivated and feeling part of 
Rydell High School.  The T-birds had energy and excitement; 
The Pink Ladies had attitude and presence; all culminating 
together with the chorus and other lead characters to evoke 
empathy, vulnerability and laughter at crucial times.  The 
team was ably supported by the students and staff in the 
backing band, backstage crew, lighting and sound, ensuring 
that the show was flawless and timely.  
A final thank you needs to go to all the students in the cast, 
crew and band, alongside the staff for their tireless work in 
making Grease an excellent production. 

• • • • • • LEASOWES HIGH SCHOOL PRESENTS • • • • • •

LEASOWES
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Following their success at the F1 in 
Schools regional finals, a group of year 
10 students from Leasowes were invited 
to RAF Cosford to research more about 
the STAAR programme.  The STAAR 
(Summer Time Advanced Aerospace 
Residency) Programme is brought to you 
by Northrop Grumman, with the support 
of the Northrop Grumman Foundation, 
and in partnership with the RAF Museum.  
It is being delivered by the Museum, Royal 
Air Force Cosford, RAF Youth and STEM 
Engagement Team and Tablet Academy.

STAAR is designed for Year 10 students 
who demonstrate an interest or aptitude 
for one or more STEM subjects. It is 
a fully-funded immersive week-long, 
hands-on residential camp, like no other. 
Successful students stay with chaperones 
on base at RAF Cosford, and each day 
of the course is delivered at the RAF 
Museum or on base at RAF Cosford 
by RAF Museum STEM Ambassadors, 
industry exper ts from Nor throp 
Grumman, Tablet Academy professionals 
and RAF STEM personnel. 

STAAR Recruits will learn about advanced 
aerospace systems and concepts and 
will address how the need for solutions 
to achieve an air mission shapes the 
way engineers and scientists design 
aerospace systems. Recruits will also 
work towards a CREST Award and 
an Industrial Cadet Award during the 
programme.  Leasowes students will now 
be applying to participate in this exciting 
project during July 2019.

LEASOWES DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY STUDENTS
VISIT RAF COSFORD, FOR THIS YEAR’S 

STAAR PROGRAMME

LEASOWES
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SPORTS LEADERSHIP AT LEASOWES
Dedicated sports ambassadors at Leasowes have been 
working hard this term organising and assisting at events for 
local primary and secondary school students.  There are a 
total of 28 ambassadors who have taken on their roles with 
confidence, supporting and encouraging other students.  In 
November, Leasowes hosted a primary school multi skills 
event which saw 150 local primary school students take part 
in a range of throwing, catching, running and jumping events.  
The ambassadors were required to explain and demonstrate 
each event and then calculate scores for each student.  They 
also ably supported and hosted an event in February with 
the Primary School Games with commendation given by the 
other schools as to how smooth the event had run due to 
their hard work and commitment.  

Every half term, the PE department organise inter-form 
competitions for each year group and again the sports 
ambassadors have played an instrumental role in organising, 
demonstrating and officiating each event.   There are a small 
group of Sports Ambassadors that have dedicated over 40 
hours of their own time to help the PE department provide 
more competitive sporting opportunities to others.  We would 
like to congratulate these students for their achievements so 
far this year and thank them for their commitment.  

Abbie B-J

Emma B

Merren C

Sam D-L

Kyle F

Josh H

Trinity H

www.leasowes.dudley.sch.uk
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CROSS 
COUNTRY
A huge well done to Year 9 student, Noah 
Sandland, who represented Staffordshire 
Schools in the Inter County Cross 
Country Championships in Cheshire. 
Noah powered through wind, rain, cold and 
mud and came 46th out of 124.

Out of the 16 Staffordshire boys Noah came 
4th. Congratulations Noah… what an amazing 
achievement!

FUND RAISING
Several events have showcased the 
entrepreneurial spirit of Ounsdale 
students in raising money for charity.  
The Christmas Extravaganza on 20th 
December 2018 raised £1664.57 for 
The Haven.  
This charity supports vulnerable women 
and children at risk of homelessness 
through difficult home circumstances.  
Ounsdale has raised money for this 
charity over the last few years, however, 
this is the highest amount raised for this 
charity in a single event and we are very 
impressed by our student’s charity work 
and kindness. 
Olivia Parker, in Year 10, organised a 
concert in support of Cancer Research.  
Oliv ia showed great matur i ty in 
organising the venue, performances 
and tickets raising over £1400.00 for 
this worthy cause.

On 11th January 2019, Year 9 students had 
the opportunity to visit the Wolverhampton 
University Music department. 

The trip included: 

• an inspiring concert by the music students  
• a fascinating lecture on sound using 

speakers (so powerful we could feel it)
• a tour of the state of the art music 

technology facilities
• a performance workshop on Gamelan 

instruments

O n  6 t h  a n d  13 t h  F e b r u a r y , 
Ounsdale students competed in the 
Wolverhampton City Swim Galas 
which took place at The Royal School. 

The results for Ounsdale on 6th February 
were as follows:

Ounsdale Team B came 3rd overall

Ounsdale Team A came 6th overall

Alex Jones – Year 8 came 1st in the 4  
lengths Freestyle

Grace Stanley - Year 7 came 1st in the 2 
lengths Butterfly

The results for Ounsdale on 13th February 
were as follows:

Amber Fellows – Year 10 came 2nd in the 
100 metre Backstroke

In the rest of the events the Ounsdale 
team came either 3rd or 4th. 

The students performed well against some 
very tough competition and several of the 
girls gained personal best times in their 
events. The girls enjoyed the opportunity 
to test themselves with the best in the 
City, and they should be proud of their 
performances.

Team A: Alex Jones, Thea Blakemore,  
Evie Hollington, Harriet Humpherson,  

Lauren Hodgkins

Team B: Holly Middleton, Edie Jordan,  
Eva Bradburn, Tia Foster, Grace Stanley

Team: Izzy Porter, Demi-Leigh Bate,  
Amber Fellows, Tilly Steele

YEAR 9 VISIT WOLVERHAMPTON 
UNIVERSITY MUSIC DEPARTMENT

WOLVERHAMPTON 
CITY SWIM GALAS

OUNSDALE

32



CHRISTMAS CARD
Out of all the fabulous Christmas card entries 
made by our students, one really stood out. 
A big congratulations to Mischa Solomon. Mischa 
was highly commended for her effort and design 
of her Chinese themed Christmas card. 
Very well done Mischa!

MATHS OFFER 
FROM OXFORD
We are delighted that one of our talented Year 
13 students has been offered a place to read 
Maths at Oxford University.  
This is a fantastic achievement.  
Places on this course are highly competitive and 
this achievement demonstrates the mathematical 
ability of this young man is second to none.  
A massive well done to this individual. 

Two of our students, Abigail Stanton 
(Vocals + Guitar) and Jake Woodward 
(Bass Guitar + Electric Guitar) performed 
at the River Rooms in Stourbridge as a 
support band at a professional music event. 
They entertained the crowd with a selection of 

Folk/Pop songs, and enjoyed their first paid gig. 

Mr Wykes is looking for more bands to give 
performance opportunities to, so please speak 
to him if interested.

Well done!

YEAR 9 MEET AUTHOR KATHERINE WEBBER
On Wednesday 30th January, six year 9 students 
and Miss Wilkes attended ‘a meet the author’ 
event for Katherine Webber, author of the 
novels ‘Wing Jones’ and ‘Only Love Can break 
Your Heart’. 

Katherine provided an insightful and captivating 
speech on what it is like to get a book published 
(including the many rejections she originally 
received) and highlighted how, despite these 
barriers, perseverance is key. 

On Tuesday 22nd January, three Year 8 students 
attended the Rotary Youth Speaks competition 
for Sedgley and Wombourne. 

The event was held at Kinver High School in 
front of a panel of knowledgeable judges, staff 
and students. 

The students, Sam Barker, Helena Basford and 
Kacey Campbell, presented their compelling 
speech on society’s acceptance of the LGBT 
community. 

The students all worked incredibly hard to 
present their ideas and did a fantastic job. 

Unfortunately they did not make it to the next 
round, but well done to all three of them. 

A fantastic effort! 

GIG AT THE RIVER ROOMS
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It was automatic!  
It was systematic!  
It was hydromatic!  
It was Grease lightening!!!!!!!!
On 5th, 6th and 7th February, 70 Ounsdale students from 
Year 7 to Year 12 students took part in a stage production 
of the iconic film, Grease. 
Working together, staff, parent choreographers, student technicians and back 
stage crews, this production united the whole school community in an amazing, 
dazzling celebration of Ounsdale’s talent.
However, this was no easy journey!  Hours of after school and lunch time 
rehearsals, and even coming in over the Christmas holidays, meant that the final 
performance was fun, polished and a great success all round. The show sold out 
completely on all three nights, with great audience participation. There were lots 
of fun and laughter along the way and students made new friends with people 
from other year groups.

OUNSDALE
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We are so proud of all our gif ted 
singers and actors and their dedication, 
commitment, enthusiasm and skill. How 
wonderful that all the lighting and sound 
was designed and provided by student 
Jack Timmins and ex-student Ethan 
Smith. All the backstage crew were 
students too. 
Shore Brittain, Year 12, who was heard 
to say ‘I can’t sing or dance’, was a 
charismatic and slick ‘Danny’ next to 
Daisy Jeavons, Year 11, who was a sweet 
then dynamic ‘Sandy’. Who needs John 
Travolta and Olivia Newton John? 
There were too many amaz ing 
performances to mention so thank 
you to the Per forming Ar ts Team, 
students , parent choreographers, 
Invictus colleagues and the band for 
going the extra mile to create yet 
another breathtaking school production 
at Ounsdale. 

Fantastic talent 
and teamwork! 

Memories we will 
all look back on 
with a smile!
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On the 15th February,  twenty three Ounsdale students went 
on a four day trip to Rome, Italy. This was the fourth time 
the bi-annual Ancient History trip had taken place, offering 
a chance for Year 10 and Year 11 students of the subject to 
sample a city that dominates half of their curriculum.

During the four day trip students travelled to:

Barberini to visit the Trevi Fountain. The fountain is mostly famous for its 
appearance in films such as Roman Holiday and La Dolce Vita, as well as 
the myth that throwing a coin, from your right hand and over your left 
shoulder, into the fountain will see you return to Rome. 

ROME TOUR 2019

OUNSDALE
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The Piazza della Rotonda and the impressive 
Pantheon. Today, a Roman Catholic Church, 
the Pantheon was completed by the Emperor 
Hadrian around 120 AD.  The unsupported 
concrete dome is still acknowledged as an 
architectural marvel and is still the largest 
unsupported version in the world.

The Vatican and St Peter’s Basilica. Students 
took a lift up to the base of the dome and then 
climbed 320 spiral steps up to the viewing 
platform almost at the top of the dome. The 
view from here is stunning! 

Ostia Antica, which for at least 500 years was the 
main commercial and military port for the city. 
Students were given two hours (in small groups) 
to explore the site to see what they could find. 

The Colosseum. The inside is intriguing and does 
require a good deal of imagination to picture how 
it looked at its peak. Beneath, students could see 
the maze of rooms and tunnels which contained 
trap doors, ramps, winches, cages and gladiator 
areas. From the outside, the Colosseum is at its 
most imposing. 

Palatine Hill and the famous Roman Forum, 
entering alongside the Arch of  Titus. Students 
were given an hour to explore the forum, 
searching out sites that purportedly graced 
Julius Caesar, Octavian and Cleopatra. Some 
students went to the site of the Lapis Niger, a 
black stoned shrine believed to date back to the 
Roman kings which sits above a tomb. 

World famous Capitoline Museum. Students 
were then given two hours to explore the 
museum in small groups. 

The trip was a huge success. The weather was 
wonderful, around 20 degrees, dropping cooler 
in the evening. 

As for the students, they were a credit to 
Ounsdale and to Invictus. What really was 
impressive is the way that students, from two 
different year groups who didn’t know everyone 
on the trip, all looked out for one another.  Their 
behaviour was exemplary and they were eager 
to see and learn. 

For the Year 11 group, the visit put a lot of their 
study this year into context, while the Year 10 
group will have the advantage of having seen 
and sampled Rome before they commence 
their studies.
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HERE’S JUST SOME OF OUR ACHIEVEMENTS  

We are proud to announce our teams 
won the area heat of Rotary Youth 
Speaks competition!
Both our intermediate and senior teams won 
the Stourbridge Rotary Club Youth speaks area 
competition held here at Pedmore High School 
recently, beating Redhill School.

The Intermediate Team consisted of Callum 

Year 8 student Isabelle had something 
amazing to celebrate recently, as a 
keen golfer she walked away from the 
Women’s Pro Am finals with 4 medals!  
Isabelle then went on to the nationals and did 
so well in the contest she was offered a place 
to play at Luton Hoo golf course where she 
played alongside a professional golfer and her 
team won!  Isabelle was presented with prizes 
of a trophy and golfbag. 

This was followed by Isabelle becoming one 
of three winners of Bridgestone’s Chase Your 
Dream Trophy competition to win a round of a 
lifetime with Ryder Cup hero Thorbjørn Olesen 
at the pro-am Sky Sports British Masters at 
Walton Heath! 

She enjoyed this occasion in front of thousands 
of spectators at the European Tour event with 
Thorbjørn Olesen – the conqueror of Jordan 
Spieth in his Ryder Cup singles – on hand to 
give his expert advice and tips during the 18 
holes. 

(Chairperson), Simeon (Main speaker) and Alex 
(Vote of thanks). Their topic was “Let’s Drive 
into the future.”

The Senior Team consisted of Georgi 
(chairperson), Anna (main speaker) and Harley 
(votes of thanks). Their topic was  “Am I Cool?”.

In teams of three, participants presented 
arguments and points of discussion, before 
taking questions from the judging panel who are 
skilled orators. They chose a topic which was 
important to them, giving them an opportunity 
to delve deep into research, formulate ideas 
and build confidence.

Each person within the team had a role to fulfil 
within a certain time limit, they were awarded 
marks on their delivery, control and process. 
Marks were deducted if they were under or 
over their time.

STUDENTS AT PEDMORE 
EXCEL IN AND OUT OF SCHOOL

ISABELLE, YEAR 8 
IS A GOLFING WONDER!

The two teams from the local heats 
will now advance to the District round 
on the 9th March at North Lemington 
School. Miss Rhodes, English teacher 
here at Pedmore and co-ordinator of 
the event said, 

“Both teams were 
amazing: learning their 
roles by heart so they 

did not rely on cue 
cards; they made it 
seem effortless and 

showed excellent oracy 
skills to be admired”

“I loved every second. 
I felt more confident 

than I thought I would. 
There were lots of 

people watching and 
clapping. It’s usually 
only Dad with me, 
so this was a bit 

different”.

Isabelle, who plays at  Halesowen and Bewdley 
Pines, has been playing since she was 3 years old 
and practises at least 5 times a week to ensure 
she is on her way to being at the top of her 
game. 

For more information about Isabelle’s success, 
go to https://www.englandgolf.org/bridgestone-
winners-in-dream-round-with-ryder-cup-hero/

PEDMORE
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OUR STUDENTS WOWED THE AUDIENCE 

WITH THEIR TALENTS AT OUR

What a night it was! With over 60 
students and staff involved in our talent 
show “Christmas Cracker” the event 
was a festive success and showcased 
the very best talent our school has to 
offer in every year group. 
Entertainment included solo singers, dancers, 
solo musicians, gymnasts, marital arts experts, 
drama production written by our own Year 
10 students, group drama poem recitals and 
much more (less said about the staff number 
the better!) The atmosphere in the packed 
school hall was electric with parents, friends, 
staff and governors thoroughly enjoying the 
evening and joining in the Christmas singalong 
at the end of the night.

After much debate, our judges awarded Jennie 
from Year 10 the winner of the competition 
with her performance; one dance and a solo 
singing performance.

Our very own Year 7 student Harvey, a 
kick-boxing star, represented his country 
in a combat competition recently. During 
October he competed in the Unified 
World Championships in Rome.
Harvey, has been training since he was six and 
last year he picked up silver and  bronze medals 
at the Unified World Championships. Over the 
two days of competition this year Harvey won 
a total of 3 medals, 2 of them gold!

Harvey trains at React Martial Arts, part of 
the Rowley Community Activity Network 
which works to bring together all organisations 
across the area to provide everyone with the 
opportunity to get active and healthy through 
sport and physical activity.

Harvey’s not on his own in his family, his 
sister and Year 10 student Kizzie-May also has  
sporting successes to shout about.  

BROTHER AND SISTER  
ARE SPORTING SENSATIONS!

She has been winning competitions in 
her chosen sport of swimming. Kizzy-May 
represents Haden Hill Swimming Club as well 
as the West Midlands and recently won 4 gold 
medals in her last meet.

For more information about React Martial 
Arts, which is based at St Michael’s School at 
Rowley Learning Campus, call 07539 383299.   
www.reactmartialarts.co.uk

CHRISTMAS CRACKER 
TALENT SHOW!

HERE’S LOOKING TO THE NEXT 
OLYMPICS!

www.pedmorehighschool.uk
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Youth speaks creates an opportunity for young people to develop the ability 
to speak on a public platform, carry out research and formulate ideas, improve 
self-confidence and presentation skills, and work as a team. In teams of three, 
participants present arguments and points of discussion, before taking questions 
from the judging panel who are skilled orators. They chose a topic which is 
important to them, giving them an opportunity to delve deep into research, 
formulate ideas and build confidence.

Each person within the team had a role to fulfil 
within a certain time limit, they were awarded 
marks on their delivery, control and process. 
Marks were deducted if they were under or 
over their time.

After our Intermediate and Senior team beat 
both Redhill teams at the local level of the 
competition. The two Pedmore teams headed 
for the District round held at North Leamington 
School. The Intermediate team who competed 
in the morning were faced with stiff competition 
from 8 other schools across the Midlands. The 
judges only award first and second place and the 
young team consisting of Main speaker Simeon 
Filipov, Chairperson Callum Palmer and Vote 
of thanks Alex Williams came in second. The 
group worked together as a team relying purely 
on memory and their speaking skills to discuss 
the issue of pollution, their speech was known 
as “Let’s drive into the Future.”

PEDMORE STUDENTS RAISE QUESTIONS 

ROTARY YOUTH SPEAKS 
DISTRICT ROUND

The Senior team competed in the afternoon 
were faced with 9 others schools some of these 
students they were competing against were 
college students who were studying for their A 
levels. The team blew the audience and judges 
away and scored high losing only marginally 
to A level college students and f inishing in 
second place. The Main speaker was Anna 

Barnard, Chairperson Georgi Filipov and Vote 
of thanks was Harley Keasey, their chosen topic 
of discussion centred around “Am I cool?” As a 
school we work closely with Stourbridge Rotary 
club who offer valuable support and guidance to 
the students throughout the competition process. 

The students gain so much confidence as they 
move through the competition phase and it 

instils them with necessary skills ready for the 
next stages of their life.

We as a school are immensely proud of the 
students who showed passion for their chosen 
topics, as well as, professionalism in the way they 
delivered their speech to an audience. Bring on 
next year where we are going for first place!

PEDMORE
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“This was a unique and 
invaluable experience 

for our Year 8 students, 
providing insight 

into the real world 
of Performing Arts. 

Congratulations to all 
involved!”

PEDMORE STUDENTS RAISE QUESTIONS 

On Wednesday 27th February, our 
talented performers in Year 8 were 
treated to a full day masterclass from 
professional actors Nathan Wright and 
Matthew McPherson. 
The students participated in the workshop with 
enthusiasm, focus and commitment and were 
able to experience a range of approaches to 
performance as well as a taster of what Drama 
at GCSE level is like. The day was rounded off 
with an in depth Q+A session of what life is like 
as a working actor. 

YEAR 8 BECOME 
ACTORS FOR THE DAY!

Mrs May, drama teacher at Pedmore 
and event organiser said:
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JOINING IN THE DEBATE

AT YOUTH QUESTION TIME On Tuesday 18th December The 
Pedmore Choir and staff brought 
Christmas cheer to shoppers and 
passers-by as they entertained with 
a programme of Christmas carols 
and songs at Stourbridge’s Ryemarket 
Shopping Centre. 
The group sang a medley of traditional 
and modern Christmas favourites and 
audiences were encouraged to join in 
the festive fun.  Mrs Tromans, Head of 
Art and Design at Pedmore and event 
organiser said, “We have performed 
in Stourbridge town during the festive 
period for several years now and have 
great feedback from the general public.  
Each year our student choir has grown 
in terms of numbers, singing ability and 
experience in performance and this 
year the quality of the show was better 
than ever!  We are looking forward 
to doing more “tours” in the future”.

CAROLLERS
ON TOUR

At Pedmore, we work closely with the 
Aspire to Higher Education team based 
at the University of Wolverhampton 
to introduce the benefits of pursuing 
Higher Education qualif ications and 
degrees and raising the understanding 
about how students can make their 
aspirations possible by understanding 
student loans etc. 

The Aspire team are “keen to put young 
people at the heart of the discussion 
around their ability to progress to 
Higher Education, their experience 
when there and the impact afterwards”.
With this in mind, they convened a Youth 
Question Time event at Stourbridge College  
on Friday 8th February. VIP panel guests included 
the former Schools Minister and Labour peer, 
Lord Jim Knight, and current Government 
Minister, Margot James MP, as well as the Aspire 

to HE Chair, Jackie Dunne, and a student of 
Stourbridge College. The debate was chaired 
by ITV news presenter Sameena Ali-Khan.

As the only secondary school taking part in 
the event, 20 Pedmore students (some from 
our Debating Club) attended and took part in 
the debate/discussion, asking the panel some 
difficult and thought provoking questions about 
the future of Higher Education. 

After the event, panellists and organisers from 
Aspire to HE commented on the maturity, 
professional ism and engagement of our 
student attendees and what a pleasure it was 
to have them attending the event. Mrs Turner, 
Careers Lead at Pedmore said, “This was a 
great opportunity for our students to have 
been involved in this debate and for them 
to learn about the possible changes facing 
Higher Education in the future. They listened, 
formulated and articulated their questions so 
well in response to the panellists comments 
and their overall contribution to the event was 
outstanding”.     

PEDMORE STUDENTS RAISE QUESTIONS 
ABOUT THE FUTURE OF HIGHER EDUCATION
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HIRE PEDMORE
Looking for a venue? Pedmore High 
School has a wide variety of professional 
facilities that can be hired by our local 
and wider community.

Just some of the activities we can host 
are:-

• Children’s birthday parties

• Indoor and outdoor junior football 
clubs

• Private swimming lessons

• Fitness classes

• Holiday club facilities

• Special spor t classes i.e. fencing,  
Tae Kwon-Do etc

• Cooking class facilities

• IT training facilities

• Netball courts

The list to the left is just 
a very brief taster of what 
we may be able to offer you 
at very competitive rates.  
If you have an innovative 
business idea, don’t hesitate 
to contact us to discuss 
how we can accommodate 
and support you.

From our classrooms, 
Independent Learning Centre 
and main hall to premium 
sporting facilities such as 
our fabulous swimming 
pool, sports hall, gymnasium 
and sports fields.  

With a team dedicated to 
ensure your need is met and an 
operational timetable of 7 days 
a week we can provide our 
community with professional 
facilities, all year round. 

For more information,  
please visit our website:  
www.pedmorehighschool.co.uk 

To book please phone: 

01384 816660

PEDMORE STUDENTS RAISE QUESTIONS 
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